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British Sign Language
Introduction
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for anyone who wishes to learn some basic techniques of British Sign
Language. You do not need any previous experience of British Sign Language to start this
class, it will introduce you to techniques used to help you decide if you would like to progress
to an accredited course.

What will I learn on this course?
The BSL introduction course will include the following topics:
 An introduction to deaf awareness
 Finger spelling names and places
 Meeting and greeting others
 Numbers, travel and directions
 Describing and asking about the weather
 Describing people, animals and objects around the home
 Time, dates and money
 Activities and interests, food and drink.
The course will be very practical and you will be given lots of opportunities to practice in pairs
and small groups.
Your tutor is a BSL user and your first session will be supported by a BSL interpreter.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

5 weeks.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

Page 1 of 2 – continued overleaf

What else do I need to know?
You do not need to do any written work at home. However, practising between sessions will
help you to reinforce signs and can be fun to do with family and friends, just as you would if
you were learning a foreign language.

What could I do next?
This is not an accredited course but may encourage you to progress to the Level 1 in BSL.
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British Sign Language Level 1
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for anyone who wishes to communicate with deaf people on a range of topics
using simple, everyday language. You may have completed an Introduction to British Sign
Language course. You do not need to have any knowledge of the subject. You should not be
taking any other accredited qualifications whilst completing this course as the commitment is
considerable.

What will I learn on this course?
The BSL Level 1 course is divided into three units covering these topics:
Unit 101
 Finger spelling names and places
 Meeting and greeting others
 Numbers, travel and directions
 Describing and asking about the weather
Unit 102
 Describing people, animals and objects around the home
 Time, date and money
 Activities and interests, food and drink
Unit 103
 Everyday life relating to work, school and college.
The course will be very practical and you will be given lots of opportunities to practice. Your
tutor is a BSL user.

Assessment

Awarding body: Signatures

You will have three externally set assessments. They will be short conversations with your tutor
which will be recorded on video. Your tutor will assess the first with the other two being
assessed externally.
The cost of the three assessments are included in your course fee.
A small video camera will be used at various points during the course to record your progress.
Your tutor will use the recordings to guide you on how to improve.
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Course Length

Attendance

This is a 30 week course and it is vital that
you attend sessions.

It is a requirement that you attend 90% of the
taught sessions to ensure you have the best
chance of achieving the accreditation. Please
think carefully before enrolling on this course
if you have work commitments that may
interfere with this attendance.

What else do I need to know?
There will be an opportunity to purchase a DVD to help with your studies, you will also be
asked to purchase a BSL dictionary. You will also be required to practice your skills at home
with family and friends and also carry out homework tasks as part of the course.

What could I do next?
To find out more visit www.signature.org.uk. Alternatively you may like to try one of our other
language courses.
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Creative Writing
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

We will be reading a variety of stories and poems so you should be able to read at Level 1 or
Level 2. This is suitable for learners who want regular and constructive feedback on their
writing.

What will I learn on this course?
How to find ideas for your writing, construct it effectively and edit your work. How to write an
engaging and satisfying short story or poem.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
This is a course for learners who are comfortable with reading/sharing their written work to gain
feedback from their peers and tutor. Please bring a pen and paper to each session. It is helpful
if you can bring photocopies of your written work to your reading session, as this makes
discussion and feedback easier.
Your tutor will suggest suitable creative writing books on your first session.

What could I do next?



Newcastle Centre for Literary Arts offers 6 week creative writing modules
The Open University offers online creative writing courses.
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French Beginners
Term 1, 2 & 3
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

The course is aimed at those who have no previous knowledge of the language or only very
basic previous knowledge.

What will I learn on this course?
A variety of everyday topics will be covered such as introducing yourself, buying snacks and
drinks, asking for directions, booking accommodation and shopping. The emphasis will be on
speaking, although other activities will include listening to French and reading short extracts.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
The sessions provide a fun, interesting and relaxed learning environment, where you will be
encouraged to participate. During the sessions, many of the activities require you to work in
pairs and small groups, using simple French.
The course will be loosely based on the BBC book Talk French 1, which is available with or
without CDs. There is no requirement to purchase this, though many learners choose to do so.
You are asked to bring pens and paper to each session. A ring binder would also be useful so
that you can build up a portfolio of work covered, and use it for reference.
Doing extra work at home will help to strengthen your language skills. Homework will be
issued during the course, but is recommended rather than compulsory.

What could I do next?
You may wish to carry onto French Improvers or try a different language such as Spanish or
German.
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French Improvers
Term 1, 2 & 3
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who already have some knowledge of the language (approximately
equal to 1 year of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using the language with
some grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
You will move on from relying on set phrases and learn how to form your own sentences. The
course will cover topics such as:
 Talking about places and what there is to do there
 Describing houses and holiday accommodation
 Discussing past events and holidays
 Talking about work and your daily routine
 Giving opinions and making comparisons
(Your tutor may cover other topics to meet the needs of your group.)
You will have lots of opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair
and group work.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.
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What else do I need to know?
The sessions provide a fun, interesting and relaxed learning environment, where you will be
encouraged to participate. During the sessions, many of the activities require you to work in
pairs and small groups, using simple French.
The course will be loosely based on the BBC book Talk French 2, which is available with or
without CDs. There is no requirement to purchase this, though many learners choose to do so.
You are asked to bring pens and paper to each session. A ring binder would also be useful so
that you can build up a portfolio of work covered, and use it for reference.
Doing extra work at home will help to strengthen your language skills. Homework will be issued
during the course, but is recommended rather than compulsory.

What could I do next?
You may wish to carry onto French Intermediate or try a different language such as Spanish or
German.
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French Intermediate
Term 1, 2 & 3
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who already have some knowledge of the language (approximately
equal to 2 years of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using the language with
some grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
You will move on from relying on set phrases and learn how to form your own sentences. The
course will cover topics such as:
 Talking about places and what there is to do there
 Describing houses and holiday accommodation
 Discussing past events and holidays
 Talking about work and your daily routine
 Giving opinions and making comparisons
(Your tutor may cover other topics to meet the needs of your group.)
You will have lots of opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair
and group work.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
In addition to using various online activities and hand-outs, the course will be loosely based on
the Façon de Parler 2 Intermediate French Coursebook (not the Activity book). It would be
helpful for learners to have their own copy.

What could I do next?
You may wish to try a different language such as Spanish or German.
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German Beginners
Term 1, 2 & 3
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for absolute beginners. The emphasis will be on speaking and using the
language. Writing tasks will be available for those who find this helpful.

What will I learn on this course?
Over a period of three terms, you will learn and use simple words and phrases to be able to get
by in everyday situations abroad.
The course will cover the following topics:
 Introducing self and family/friends/colleagues
 Numbers and colours
 Ordering food and drink and paying
 Booking accommodation
 Asking for and giving directions
 Shopping for food, clothes and important holiday items
 Dealing with transport
 Additional topics by student request or need.
Lessons will be built around a course book for you to refer to back at home. New language will
be presented with colourful pictures on the interactive whiteboard. You will have plenty of
opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair work, CDs etc. A
choice of tasks will be given (from easy to more challenging), so that there will be suitable
activities for all abilities. You will also be able to submit additional work and have this handed
back with correction advice and feedback.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
You will be given work to do at home and, to get the most out of your course, you will need to
practise regularly – 10 or 15 minutes each day is best. You will also have opportunity to submit
individual additional work to your tutor and have it corrected.

What could I do next?
You may wish to carry onto German Improvers or try a different language such as Spanish or
French.
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German Improvers
Term 1, 2 & 3
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who already have some knowledge of the language (approximately
equal to 1 year of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using the language with
some grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
This course will revise and build on what students have already learnt and will introduce new
topics, according to student needs.
The topics covered will include:
 revision and extension of talking and writing about self and others, directions, restaurant,
shopping, times, booking accommodation
 dealing with transport
 daily activities
 talking and writing about what you did
 talking and writing about what you are going to do
 arranging and negotiating activities with friends, family, work colleagues
 additional topics to be negotiated once course has started.
Lessons will be built around a course book for you to refer to back at home. New language will
be presented with colourful pictures on the interactive whiteboard. You will have plenty of
opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair work, CDs etc. You
will be given a choice of tasks at different levels to suit your learning needs. You will also be
able to submit additional work and have this handed back with correction advice and feedback.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

You will be given work to do at home and, to get the most out of your course, you will need to
practise regularly – 10 or 15 minutes each day is best. You will have opportunity to submit
both this and individual additional optional work to your tutor and have it corrected.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.
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What else do I need to know?
As well as a file, paper and pen, you will need to bring enthusiasm and a willingness to have a
go. You are advised not to buy books with CDs until your tutor can suggest materials that you
will find helpful.

What could I do next?
You may wish to carry onto German Intermediate or try a different language such as Spanish
or French.
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German Intermediate
Term 1, 2 & 3
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who already have some knowledge of the language (approximately
equal to at least 3 years of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using the
language with some grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
You will develop your ability to form your own sentences. The course will cover topics such as:
 Talking about leisure activities, likes and dislikes
 Discussing future plans and past holidays
 Learning about Germany, its regions and cities
 Giving opinions and making comparisons.
You will have lots of opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair
and group work.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
As well as using hand-outs and interactive activities, we will be following the Intermediate
course book Willkommen 2 (published 2017). It would be helpful for learners to have their own
copies

What could I do next?
You may wish to try a different language such as French or Spanish.
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Spanish Beginners Term 1
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for absolute beginners, starting with the basics of the Spanish language. The
emphasis will be on speaking and using the language in real-life contexts.

What will I learn on this course?
A variety of everyday topics will be covered such as introducing yourself, buying snacks and
drinks, asking for directions, booking accommodation and shopping. The emphasis will be on
speaking, although other activities will include listening to Spanish and reading short extracts.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
The sessions provide a fun, interesting and relaxed learning environment, where you are
encouraged to participate. Many of the activities require you to work in pairs and small groups
using simple Spanish.
The course will be loosely based on the BBC book Talk Spanish 1, which is available with or
without CDs. There is no requirement to purchase this, though many learners choose to do so.
You are asked to bring pens and paper to each session. A ring binder would also be useful so
you can build up a portfolio of work, and use it for reference.
Doing extra work at home will help to strengthen your language skills. Homework will be
issued during the course, but is recommended rather than compulsory.

What could I do next?
You may wish to carry onto Spanish Beginners Term 2 or try a different language such as
French or German.
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Spanish Beginners Term 2
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course will develop skills learned in term 1, but it is possible for complete beginners to
join. The emphasis will be on speaking and using the language in real-life contexts

What will I learn on this course?
A variety of everyday topics will be covered such as introducing yourself, buying snacks and
drinks, asking for directions, booking accommodation and shopping. The emphasis will be on
speaking, although other activities will include listening to Spanish and reading short extracts.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 week course. Most people enrolling on
this course will already have taken a
course in term 1.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
The sessions provide a fun, interesting and relaxed learning environment, where learners are
encouraged to participate. During the sessions, many of the activities require you to work in
pairs and small groups, using simple Spanish.
The course will be loosely based on the BBC book Talk Spanish 1, which is available with or
without CDs. There is no requirement to purchase this, though many learners choose to do so.
You are asked to bring pens and paper to each session. A ring binder would also be useful so
that learners can build up a portfolio of work covered, and use it for reference.
Doing extra work at home will help to strengthen your language skills. Homework will be
issued during the course, but is recommended rather than compulsory.

What could I do next?
You may wish to carry onto Spanish Term 3, Spanish Improvers or try a different language
such as French or German.
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Spanish Beginners Term 3
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course will develop skills learned in terms 1 and 2, but it is possible for those who have
previously learnt some basic Spanish, to join. The emphasis will be on speaking and using the
language in real-life contexts.

What will I learn on this course?
A variety of everyday topics will be covered such as introducing yourself, buying snacks and
drinks, asking for directions, booking accommodation and shopping. The emphasis will be on
speaking, although other activities will include listening to Spanish and reading short extracts.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

5 week course. Most people enrolling on
this course will already have taken courses
in terms 1 and 2.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
The sessions provide a fun, interesting and relaxed learning environment, where you are
encouraged to participate. Many of the activities require you to work in pairs and small groups,
using simple Spanish.
The course will be loosely based on the BBC book Talk Spanish 1, which is available with or
without CDs. There is no requirement to purchase this, though many learners choose to do so.
You are asked to bring pens and paper to each session. A ring binder would also be useful so
that you can build up a portfolio of work, and use it for reference.
Doing extra work at home will help to strengthen your language skills. Homework will be
issued during the course, but is recommended rather than compulsory.

What could I do next?
You may wish to carry onto Spanish Improvers or try a different language such as French or
German.
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Spanish Improvers
Term 1, 2 & 3
Churchill
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who have completed terms one, two and three of Spanish
Beginners, or who already have some knowledge of the language (approximately equal to 1
year of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using the language with some
grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
You will move on from relying on set phrases and learn how to form your own sentences. The
course will cover topics such as:
 Talking about yourself and someone else
 Explaining why you learn Spanish
 Talking about work and your daily routine
 Finding out what you can do in a location and getting information
 Talking about what you like to do and planning activities.
You will have lots of opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair
and group work.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
In addition to using various online activities and hand-outs, the course will be loosely based on
the BBC book Talk Spanish 2 which is available with or without CDs.

What could I do next?
You may wish to progress onto Spanish Intermediate, or try a different language such as
French or German.
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Spanish Improvers
Term 1, 2 & 3 John Spence
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who already have some knowledge of the language (approximately
equal to 1 year of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using the language with
some grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
You will move on from relying on set phrases and learn how to form your own sentences. The
course will cover topics such as:
 Talking about places and what there is to do there
 Describing houses and holiday accommodation
 Discussing past events and holidays
 Talking about work and your daily routine
 Giving opinions and making comparisons
(Your tutor may cover other topics to meet the needs of your group.)
You will have lots of opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair
and group work.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
In addition to using various online activities and hand-outs, the course will be loosely based on
the BBC book Talk Spanish 2 which is available with or without CDs.

What could I do next?
You may wish to progress onto Spanish intermediate, or try a different language such as
French or German.
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Spanish Improvers
Term 1, 2 & 3 Norham
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who already have some knowledge of the language (approximately
equal to 1 year of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using the language with
some grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
You will move on from relying on set phrases and learn how to form your own sentences. The
course will cover topics such as:
 Talking about places and what there is to do there
 Describing houses and holiday accommodation
 Discussing past events and holidays
 Talking about work and your daily routine
 Giving opinions and making comparisons
(Your tutor may cover other topics to meet the needs of your group.)
You will have lots of opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair
and group work.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
In addition to using various online activities and hand-outs, the course will be loosely based on
the BBC book Talk Spanish 2 which is available with or without CDs.

What could I do next?
You may wish to progress onto Spanish intermediate, or try a different language such as
French or German.
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Spanish Intermediate
Term 1, 2 & 3 Churchill
Enrolment Requirements

For more information or to apply ring (0191) 643 2288
or to apply online go to www.northtyneside.gov.uk/ala

This course is for those who have completed Spanish Beginners and Spanish Improvers
terms one, two and three, or already have some knowledge of the language
(approximately equal to 1-2 years of learning). The emphasis will be on speaking and using
the language with some grammar.

What will I learn on this course?
You will move on from relying on set phrases and learn how to form your own sentences. The
course will cover topics such as:
 Talking about themselves and others
 Discussing future plans and holidays
 Describing past events and holidays
 Shopping for clothes and other items
 Giving opinions and making comparisons
(Your tutor may cover other topics to meet the needs of your group.)
You will have lots of opportunities for practising speaking and listening through role-play, pair
and group work.

Assessment

Awarding body: N/A

Activities and work will be assessed by your tutor.

Course Length

Attendance

10 weeks in the autumn and spring term
together with a shorter course in the
summer.

You will be expected to attend every week.
If you cannot attend, you will be set work to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.

What else do I need to know?
In addition to using various online activities and hand-outs, the course will be loosely based on
the BBC book Talk Spanish 2 which is available with or without CDs.

What could I do next?
You may wish to try a different language such as French or German.

